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Soaiusually strong language, Prest-
nnedy has lowered the boom
a: those dealers in rumor.and gossip
Wit wre constantly sniping at the CIA.
.o needed doing and we are giad Mr.
iy has done it.

ne Tresidents remarks were
voompicd hy a question at his news
Cunaidrsace about ‘‘stories or reporfs”
o waekon w0 the effect that the CIA
eon aporatinT on its own in South
N '

wor. ¥eanedy satd empnatically
st owhiese reports are “wholly untrue.”
wrector of the CIA, he sald, sits
vah the Security Council and mects.
iurly wita the rvesident. “We have
ked very closdy together.,” - The
asitent added that he had examined
oo record Cvery carefully” and found
::m;n‘*'; tn ndicate that the CIA has -
fone anvihing but support volley. “It
does ot ereate poitey: it attempts to
exeri 2 i6 on those areas where it has
com: v ience and responstbility.”

e Kennedy then took particular
‘:,to of speculntlve stories and reports
tae recall from Salwon of John
:“oson. In this coanection the
it osald, 1 ean just assure you
ihat t '10 CIA has not carried out
cireio b activities but has operated
ciose contfro: of the Director of
wond Invelligence, operating with the
co-nperation of the National Security
Council and under my instructions.”

We do not supnose that thls forth- -
“'.L smtcment wili serve for long to
sicnce those repcerrers and commen-
wolors wine, for reasons of thelr own,

vote undermine the CIA, or who let
D¢ 'used™ by others to that
witl be nelsful, however, to
versor the President’s  statement
me some such irresponsible
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